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Title of Research Study: A Biological and Economic Analysis of the Effects on Recreational 
Fishing of Changes in Offshore Energy Rigs in the Gulf of Mexico 

Investigator: Dr. Richard Woodward   

Why am I being asked to take part in this research study? You are invited to participate 
because you are a boat owner who may fish in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Why is this research being done?  We are conducting this study to examine how changes in oil 
and gas infrastructure in the Gulf of Mexico has impacted recreational fishing. 

How long will the research last?  This survey will take about 15 minutes to complete. After 
completing the survey, we will invite you to participate in the app phase of the study using a 
smartphone app, in which you will use a smartphone app during one day of fishing.   

What happens if I decide to participate in this study?  
If you participate in the survey phase of the study, you will complete a 15 minute survey about 
your recreational fishing. If you participate in the app phase of the study, you will sign up to 
install a smartphone app, which you will use during one day of fishing. This app will track your 
location during the trip. It will also record and identify species caught, inform you of the relevant 
regulations for that species, and provide a log where you can save your catch history. When 
using the app, you will also be asked a few survey questions. 

What happens if I do not want to be in this research? Your participation in this study is 
voluntary. You can decide not to participate in this research and leave the study at any time. 

Is there any way being in this study could harm me? There are no sensitive questions in this 
survey that should cause discomfort. However, you can skip any question you do not wish to 
answer or exit the survey. 

What happens to the information collected for the research?  
This is an online study commercial survey software – Qualtrics. You can find Qualtrics 
confidentiality policy at: https://www.qualtrics.com/terms-of-service/ 

We store your email address and phone number separately from your survey data. We will only 
use your email and phone number to invite you to participate in the app phase of the study. We 
keep all personal information on a secure computer. Only the Texas A&M University research 
team can access this computer. Compliance officers at Texas A&M can access the study files if 
needed. We will keep your information confidential. We will only publish results of the research 
in aggregate form. 

What else do I need to know?  
There is a monetary incentive to participate in this research study:  For the survey phase, we 
will randomly select 1 in every 50 anglers who complete the survey to receive a $100 Amazon 
gift card. For the app phase, we will randomly select 1 in every 25 anglers who use the app to 
receive a $500 prize. Prizes will be distributed monthly based on how many anglers have 
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completed each phase of the study. We will distribute all the prizes no later than December 2023. 
To be eligible to receive the $100 gift card or the $500 prize, you need to provide your email 
address in the survey.   

Who can I talk to? Please feel free to ask questions regarding this study. You may contact me, 
Richard Woodward, at 979-845-5864 or r-woodward@tamu.edu. You may also contact the 
Human Research Protection Program at Texas A&M University (which is a group of people who 
review the research to protect your rights) by phone at 1-979-458-4067, toll-free at 1-855-795-
8636, or by email at irb@tamu.edu for additional help with any questions about the research, 
voicing concerns or complaints about the research, obtaining answers to questions about your 
rights as a research participant, concerns in the event the research staff could not be reached, the 
desire to talk to someone other than the research staff.  

 

 
 


